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TO: File 

FROM: Andy Purdy 

DATE: August 17, 1977 

be: search for mlssin, autopsy nraterlals 

I spot, with no .rac:K C. HARPEP on hupust 8 th 

,„tfice:* 814/848-2878, , the uncle of the pr.-eedlcal 

^ hho skull fragment in Dealey Plaza, 
student who found the skull rr g 

OB. HBBPEP presumes the sKull fra,e.nt is with the 
other Shull fra,»ent. and said that his nephew pave rt 
to the P8I. DR. 8 RRPH 8 ^he fra,«nt on the Sunday 

lollowln, the assassination and toot it to «ethodist 
Hospital on Monday at which tis.e he contacted the PBI. 

dr. harper said the consensus of the doctor 

viewed the skull fragment was that it was part 

DR harper said he retained a photo 
occipital region. DR. 

ar .Va,a„4- 3 vcar at which time 
of the skull fragment for abou Y 

. hi™ He says he believes his nephew 
the FBI took it from him. He s y 

w no harper said the skull 
still has such a photograph. DR. HARPER 

fraguent had relatively fresh blood on it. 

I spohe with n. a. B. CAIRMS on August 8, 1877 , 

regarding the HARPER sRull fragment. DR. CAIRHS has 

• 4.4 n as Chief of pathology at Meth 
retired from his position as Chie 

• ah 2303 Post Oak Road 
odist Hospital and is now living at 2303 
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X»«RVXE«. '«nuarv 12, 1977, THC«AS EVAH BOBIESOH 
xatervuwed by Andy Purdy and Jib Conaalman 



0CC661 



S' ,x tat. yuur n-e occupation and bom. addr.aa, 

i>dy; _ ,j ,4. n20 Ballei 



irdy 
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ibinson: 



irdy; 

Dbinson: 

ardy: 

obinson; 

urdys 

tobinson; 

>urdy ; 
Robinson : 

Purdy; 

Hobinson; 



Purdy; 



Please — 

' ^ T at 1320 Ballencray 

SLs:"?iniSr%«n‘:=?-et^i^^i'.=tor »ost Oi .y , . 
life. (McLean) 

And you ar. aware that tb. 'nstnnt!UaOTs"ltS£ 

“•r^ wltb tb. select CoeMttee on x„g you now? 

and it’s with your permission that we ar 

Yes. 

we’ve just ^one through the 

-rljLr. rtari«toSr‘;.^; -.0.. and 

what*^you saw once you began your wor - 

Where on the face were they shattered, which pf the bonesT 

You cannot see that from the °J[y|J^®^ns’^had made at the 
through the opening that the pnysxcx 

back of the skull. 

HOW big was that opening? Was it an official opening? 

Well, there, of g”that°^^The^brain had been re- 

but then they had enlarged that, 
moved, and you could see it. 

could you rail bow lar,. tb. op.nin, bad b..n caused by 
the bullets. 

Not really, well. I guess I^«;^‘’®'g'*nothinrth«e tl 
p?:ie''?ogether!'^"l*‘wo5;id say probably about (the size of) 
a small orange. 

. ,=<.4- Ornate of inches and the nature of 

could you give us an estimate or 

the shape? 
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Robinson: 

Purdy: 



.Robinson: 

Purdy : 

Robinson: , 
Purdy: 

Robinson: 
Purdy : 

Robinson: 

Purdy: 

Robinson: 

Piirdy : 
Robinson: 

Purdy : 

Robinson: 

Purdy: 

Robinson: 



I think^when that bullet hit that bone, it just shattered. 

Do you feel that any significant portion of the bullet 
after it hit the head, exited from the head, , 

being picked up by the doctors? Do you ffel that possibly 
exited, where could some it exited from the head? If any. 

You mentioned one possibly was that right temple. 

Yes, that did go through my, .mind. Well they had the 
little pieces. They. picked them out. 

So you feel that's the only place that the significant ^ 
size of the bullet could have exited. 

It was no bullet, it was a fragment or a piece of the bone. 

You would say that there is no other part 

that bullet would exited or a part of the bullet? were 

there other little holes anywhere? ‘ • 

No. ^ 

What is your understanding of what happened to the 

once it hit the head? You say the bullet went into pieces. 

That's what I would say. 

YOU mentioned earlier that the FBI agents said something 
to you about the bullets shattering. 

Yes, I was watching all this and I asked him a^ut it. 

After he discussed with me the reason why all those people 
had to be there, I had questions for, I wanted to know. 

What did he say about the bullets shattering? 

He just explained to me that on occasion that happens. 

The bullet will smash into a great many pieces. 

YOU gathered from what he said that it was his impression 
that that is in fact what happened in this case? That 
the bullet did shatter/ 

Yes. 

From your examination, that is what you have concluded 
as well. 

Yes, I watched them pick the little pieces out. They had 
something like a test tube or a little vile or something 
that they put the pieces in. 
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page 6 

Purdy: 

Robinson 

Purdy: 

Robinson! 



Purdy: 

Robinson: 
Purdy : 

Robinson: 

Purdy; 

Robinson : 
Purdy: 
Robinson : 

Purdy: 



you think they pulled out a fairly many pieces of it? 

■ I think so. 

Do you know that this man was an FBI agent, or. . 

He showed me some, credentials, I sLe 

was Secret Service or, to me they all belong to the s^e. 

No he was not military. There were military people there. . 

SO he was either FBI or Secret SErvice 
plain clothes type, but he show you some credential . 



i ; 



yes. I’m pretty sure he told me that was his field. 

Bullistics? About the thorax area, you said that there 

was some Irregular look • • • 

f . ^ ' 

I said it was nasty looking. 

Tracheotomy. Did you ever hear any discussions that 
would have indicated why that was the case or what might 
ISve causId“Sa“ caused obviously the tracheotomy occured 
prior to the time the body came there? 

Yes those things are done very quickly. By nature of the 
situation, but it was examined very carefully. The throat 
was. All that was removed. 

Was it your understanding that that ® 

or was there some other cause that may have made it 
jfaggcd or soinstilixng 0ISB? 

There is something about the exiting from there. 

A bullet exiting from there. I don’t know whether I 
heard the physicians talking about it or whether I re 
it now. 

come from? 

Robinson: You mean you’re looking for another hole? 

Purdy: Another hole or some 

head down and out or from the back. 

Robinson? It might have been coming from head and down ^T^^ 

are all in straight lines here coming down llKe tnac. 

other mark, hole or wound in body? 



Purdy: 



Was there any 



Reference copy, JFK Collections HSCA (RO 233) [ 



;ige 10 

Robinson: 
Purdy: 
Robinson: 
Purdy: 

Robinson ■ 

Purdy: 
Robinson: 

Purdy: 

Robinson: 
Purdy : 

Robinson: 

Purdy: 



« „e .ouna U.e .n.. . w* 

, ,iv,n It to then ^ 

cnmetllinQ 



body that any metal g 

Sc™.to« X ftel UK. tt«e ..s .ooettto, too . ,. ^ 

thorax. ••• 

X, that What 1 noroally call the ch.stx 

a^er it to h. .etalic or a Pi.ce of hon.7 

you reoeober >-K ^ 

I think that they found a puc 

a ,«„<*ual or any larger 

t_ mher there being anything unu ^^er to 

^X.La of m.t.1 turn^^ «.e Fhl a^enC^ 

the president do pathol 09 l»t 

«<,. t. had his function there, 

Vho did th ^ o^^Sld*sometSngs 

-arsitSaSS e^to^. y- Sfse thin,, he, 

vhich struck you as incur 

• ^he people moved (autopsy) • little 

The timenthe^P eame . . • • 

things lilt® that of (from your work 

can I ask of’^lS^toSnds °^^^“J^®hicS^would 

on the g_t what you've have felt? 

ronU,Sft‘STa»rrt%rsra'ck"^^^^^^^ 

YOU said a bullet came 

t^He bone# - • 
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Robinson: 

Purdy: 

Robinson: 



the bone. caused 

y„, X reo^“,2J‘ tiltTlSy” «oe^c-^ 

US the most concer 

- -» Td'h^fe SeS'tr.ttS-e^ gf- -roriuS-.f' 

bone That did not surprise yo normal? 

of the bullet, m* experience? 

impress you -anv ways, but 

wound like that. 



